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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE MLA FORMATTING STYLE AS
REQUIRED BY UIRTUS, YOUR JOURNAL OF EXCELLENCE

In-Text Citation Guidelines
In accordance with the MLLA formatting style, citations must be embedded within your text to
briefly document the source of your information. These in-text citations refer readers to more
comprehensive details in your bibliography under the Works Cited section. In-text citations consist
of the author’s last name followed by the page number in parentheses.
Example: “Research is the broadest field for exploration” (Zuma 8).
Note: The period comes after the parentheses at the end of the in-text citation.
» Multiple Authors
¢ Two Authors: Use both last names, followed by the page number.
Example: (Zuma and Lefebvre 57)
e Three or More Authors: Use the first author’s last name followed by e# a/. and the page
number.
Example: (Zuma et al. 57)
» Citing Multiple Sources in One Citation
To cite more than one source in the same parenthetical reference, separate each with a
semicolon.
Example: (Zuma 42; Lefebvre 71)
Note: Sources in parenthetical citations do not need to be in alphabetical order in MLA style.
* Unknown Author
When the author’s name is unavailable, use the first one to three words of the title instead. Do not
include initial articles such as g, an, or #he. Use italics or quotation marks depending on how the title
appears in the Works Cited list:
o Italicize if the title is italicized in the bibliography:
(Cell Biology 12)
e Use quotation marks if the title is in quotes:
(“Nursing Care” 12)
» Direct Quotations
When quoting directly from a source, place the excerpt in quotation marks and include an in-text
citation with the author’s last name and page number.
Example: Mother-child attachment has been a central topic in developmental research since John
Bowlby found that “children raised in institutions were deficient in emotional and personality
development” (Hunt 358).
e No Page Number: For online sources without page numbers, cite only the author’s
name.
Example: The separation response consists of three phases: protest, despair, and
detachment (Zuma).
» Long Quotations
A quotation exceeding four lines is considered a long (or block) quote.
Formatting Rules:

1. Introduce the quote with a sentence ending in a colon.



2. Indent the entire block quote 1.25 cm (half an inch) from the left margin.
3. Do not use quotation marks.
4. Place the period before the parenthetical citation.
Example:
At the end of the story, the boys are overwhelmed by their realization:
Tears began to flow and sobs shook him. He gave himself up to them for the first time on
the island; great shuddering spasms of grief that seemed to wrench his whole body. His
voice rose under the black smoke before the burning wreck of the island; and infected by
this emotion, the other boys began to shake and sob as well. (Zuma 122)
» Paraphrasing
When restating ideas in your own words, include an in-text citation:
e From a Single Page: (Zuma 65)
e From Multiple Pages: (Zuma 50, 55, 65-71)
» Signal Phrases
To ensure smooth transitions between your own words and the cited material, use signal phrases.
If the author is mentioned in the sentence, only the page number is needed in parentheses.
Example: Zuma explains that mother-child attachment has been a key focus of developmental
research since Jean Camara discovered that “children raised in institutions were deficient in
emotional and personality development” (358).
» Repeated Use of the Same Source
If multiple consecutive references come from the same source without interruption from another
citation, you may simplify subsequent citations by omitting the author’s name. Example: Cell
biology is a science focused on the structure and function of cells (Smith 15). It revolves around
the idea that the cell is the “fundamental unit of life” (17). Important scientists like Matthias
Jakob Schleiden and Theodor Schwann formulated cell theory in 1838 (20).
Note: Use full citations again if the simplified version causes ambiguity.
» Appendix Guidelines
If your paper includes an appendix, follow these rules:
The appendix precedes the Works Cited page.
If there are multiple appendices, label them Appendix A, Appendix B, etc.
Order the appendices according to their appearance in the text.
Start each appendix on a new page.
Quick Rules for the Works Cited Page
Start a new page for the Works Cited section.
Center the title Works Cited (without bold or underlining).
Double-space all entries.
Use a hanging indent (first line flush left, subsequent lines indented five spaces).

IS S N N S

Alphabetize entries by the first word (typically the author’s last name, or the first
significant word of the title).

List the authot’s name as: Las# Namze, First Namse.

7. Italicize titles of complete works (books, films, websites).

o

8. Use quotation marks for parts of works (articles, essays, short stories, poems, book
chapters).
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